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Special September Meeting 

Announcement  

 
On September 10th, we will be celebrating our 40 

year anniversary as a club. Our meeting will be held 

at Bob Tillotson’s home on Friday, September 10
th

 

at 7:00pm, you are welcome to begin arriving at 

6:30. We will be holding our elections, eating dinner 

and having presentations on the history of OAS. 

Dinner will be Hamburgers and Hot Dogs along with 

various salads and side dishes. Spouses or 

Significant Others are welcome. Please RSVP with 

Bob at bobt@skyplanner.com or call him at 801-

773-8106 or cell phone 801-866-5408. Everyone 

needs to RSVP if they are going to attend. That will 

allow Bob to get enough food, etc for the dinner. 

RSVPs need to be done by September 4th. 

 

Star Party Schedule 
 

Public Parties 

 

September 11 Antelope Island 

October 2 Antelope Island 

 

Our Private Star Parties are as follows.  

 

Sept 1-6 Bear Lake Star Party 

Nov 5-7 Curlew 

 

Elections 
 

Our nomination committee has submitted the 

following as nominations for our officers for next 

year. The elections will be held at our meeting on 

September 10
th

.  

 

President 

Craig Browne 

 

Vice President 

Kay Hargis 

Ron McCann 

 

Secretary 

David Dunn 

 

Treasurer 

Doug Say 

 

Monte Cristo 
 

We had a great time at Monte Cristo in August. It 

was cloudy most of the evenings but we had fun and 

got a little observing on Wednesday and Saturday. 

 

Photos by Ran Vanderhule 
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Mercury Flyby 
 

Submitted by Tom Dougherty 

 

Mercury, the smallest planet and the one nearest to 

the sun, still has a few surprises. Newly analyzed 

data from NASA’s Messenger spacecraft, which 

recently flew within 142 miles of the planet’s 

surface, reveals that Mercury is “much more 

dynamic that people appreciated,” Principal 

investigator Sean Solomon tells The New York 

Times. One new feature, the 180 mile wide 

Rachmaninoff crater, is filled smooth with lava that 

cooled as recently as a billion years ago; scientists 

previously assumed that all volcanic activity had 

ceased shortly after the planet formed, 4.5 billion 

years ago. Messenger also measured fierce magnetic 

storms, as the planet is buffeted by particles 

streaming from the sun. Next spring, the spacecraft 

will again approach Mercury and make a series of 

orbits. “We’re really looking forward to the orbit 

phase,” says NASA space physicist James Slavin. “It 

might be a treasure trove.” 

 

UFO Symposium 
 

Submitted by Tom Dougherty 

 

 

 

UFO Symposium held in Santa Maria on Aug 16-17, 2008 

 

 



 

Dr Van Flandern (on the above top) discussed surface 

features on Mars.  At right, Whitley Strieber autographed 

my copy of his book MAJESTIC.  This symposium was very 

interesting. 

 


